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Bassein was the fort of Tarapur and the towns and talukas<
of Mahim, Dahanu and Ambargaon and the posts of Shirgaon
and Chinchni. On the shore near Bassein was the fort of
Arnala, To the north-east were Manora and AsherL
Prior to Coutinho's report, the fortifications of all these
towns were in ruins and weakly garrisoned. Bassein had
ninety guns but only twelve gunners. The cavalry
numbered eight and the infantry eighty only. The wall
had in places fallen down. The fort of Varsova was small,
old and ruined. It had a garrison of fifty men and ten
guns, but only two *of the pieces were serviceable, The
walls at Manora were not more than six feet high. Of its
eight guns five were useless, Asheri had a garrison of
a hundred and fifty broken down old men. The fort at
Belapur had four companies of a hundred and eighty men
each and fourteen guns, none of them very formidable.
Mahim fort had a garrison of sixty, of whom only seven
wore Portuguese. At Tarapur were sixty men and twenty-
three guns but no artillery men. Coutinho's report led to
the repair of the walls of Bassein and the strengthening
of its garrison. For lack of means little was done to the
other strong places except Thana. But its walls, as I have
mentioned, were never completed.

With great speed, secrecy and diligence Bajirao collected
a large force at Poona under the pretence of a more than
usually elaborate festival in honour of the goddess ParvatL
He induced the king to appoint Chimnaji Appa general-
issimo. The latter on his appointment sent first a thousand
men under Ramchandra Joshi and Khaudoji Mankar to
Kalyan, where they were joined by detachments under
Narayan Joshi, Antaji and Ramchandra Raghunath.
Chiinnaji Appa drew up the bulk of his force at some
distance from Belapur. Skilfully as these preparations
were hidden, it was impossible wholly to conceal them;
and John Horne, the British governor of Bombay, warned
Luis Botelho that large Maratha forces were collecting in
the neighbourhood of the Province of the North. He